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Introduction
The Biodiversity Action Plan for Bandon is a 5 year plan developed by

Bandon Environmental Action Group (BEAG), in consultation with the local

community of Bandon, to help provide direction and to map

interconnections for actions taken by BEAG, the local authority, local

businesses and community groups and organisations in the future. 

BEAG is rooted in the community and aims to assist in making a positive

contribution to its local community on a range of issues that affect the

environment. 

Cork Nature Network, a non profit organisation, were contracted to carry

out the research and facilitate the development of the Local Biodiversity

Action Plan for Bandon. The plan has been developed with the support of

LEADER funding and the Avondhu Blackwater Partnership.

This action plan aims to ensure that actions for local biodiversity in Bandon

are undertaken in the context of an overall framework, with individual

actions contributing towards a common set of objectives. 
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What is Biodiversity?
“Biodiversity’’ is shorthand for

‘biological diversity’ which simply

means the variety of life on earth.

Biodiversity underpins our

economy, livelihoods, our health

and wellbeing and provides

invaluable ecosystem services. It

represents the interconnectedness

and interdependence of all living

things and is essential to the

survival of humans on earth.
Why is Biodiversity

Important?
Vital services provided by nature are

generally taken for granted. These

services include but are not limited to;

clean air, fresh water, materials and

medicines. These ecosystem services

are critically threatened by

biodiversity loss, destruction of local

habitats and ecosystem deterioration. 

Squirrel in the Park in Bandon by Martin Quirke 

About Biodiversity

Biodiversity and Wellbeing
The significance of biodiversity to

our physical and mental health and

wellbeing is increasingly recognised.

One of the goals of the Action plan is

to reconnect people with nature, by

encouraging the local community to 

 become more involved in helping

biodiversity thrive in Bandon and to

provide opportunities to engage with

the natural world regularly.

Biodiversity Loss & Climate

Change
The rate of Biodiversity Loss in

Ireland is accelerating at an

alarming rate. One third of our 98

wild bee species are close to

extinction while 60% of our bird

species are now on the red or

amber conservation lists.

Climate change impacts on

biodiversity through interaction

with other stressors, like habitat

loss, pollution and invasive alien

species. The Bandon Biodiversity

Action Plan includes measures,

from tree planting to rain gardens,

that aim to help with mitigation of

the effects of climate change on

our biodiversity in Bandon 



Biodiversity in Bandon 
The Bandon River and valley supports a diversity of habitats and

species, many rare and important. Habitats of the valley and

floodplains include woodlands, marshes, fens and grasslands while

other lowland habitats form the agricultural and urban landscapes

that have been shaped by human settlement. 

The Bandon river is joined by two tributaries in the town; the

Bridewell from the south and the smaller Kilbrogan from the north,

and runs eastward towards Inishannon before turning south to join

the sea at Kinsale harbour.

Dipper on the Bridewell by Martin Quirke



Projects in Bandon
BEAG in partnership with the West Cork Branch of
Birdwatch Ireland and in collaboration with local
businesses installed five swift boxes on or adjacent to
McSweeney’s Quay in Bandon town in 2021. The boxes
are made up of two treble boxes and three doubles.
There are plans to include a Swift Caller in 2023

Bandon Playground Group formed in 2017 with the mission of enhancing
Bandon by developing a Playground & Green space. A centrally located
inclusive community play park, the site design includes biodiversity friendly
landscaping and a range of native tree species.

Bandon Grammar School has been developing a Biodiversity Plan for their
school grounds, and has carried out tree planting and installed bee houses
for solitary bees. St Brogan's and Hamilton High are currently identifying
appropriate actions and projects for biodiversity

In 2021, MSD Brinny formed a Biodiversity Team and became a member of
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. MSD provided biodiversity expert-led talks
for employees. A Biodiversity Opportunity Assessment was carried out.
Actions included tree planting and changes to garden management
practices to benefit biodiversity.

Carbery’s Origin Green program identifies biodiversity as a key target area
‘No Mow May’ introduced in 2021 at their site, expanded in 2022. ‘Carbery
Trees' distributed 100,000 native trees to farm suppliers in West Cork. 
 They run Beekeeping Workshop, Schools Biodiversity Workshops, and
distribute bee friendly plants and wildflower seeds to employees. 

Bandon Tidy Towns has developed a nature trail to

showcase biodiversity in the Bandon River Valley.  The

trail has informational signs on flora & fauna that can

be seen along the route. New tree sculptures added in

2022 include a fox, rabbit, heron, egret, owl, otter, hare,

mallard duck and a flower.

Bandon Co-op signed up to the All Ireland pollinator Plan. Bandon Co-op

distribute Spring flowering pollinator friendly species, and Whitethorn and

Blackthorn, to milk suppliers through the West Cork Tree Project. They also

planted small wildflower meadow areas on site and held a ‘No Mow Zone’

competition in June and July to raise awareness. 



A Vision for Bandon
Bandon is a Biodiversity-friendly town. People benefit from connection

with green spaces, and share an awareness of the importance and value of

Nature. 

This poem written by Bandon Grammar Transition Year Student, Yuna

Helder, is a wonderful representation of the shared vision for Bandon



In Our Nature
Community Consultation
An open forum community consultation event facilitated by Cork Nature

Network, gave members of the local community and groups an opportunity

to come together and explore what the Biodiversity Action Plan meant to

them and to create a vision for what they would like to see achieved for

nature in Bandon.

An online survey was distributed via Bandon Environmental Action Group

and Cork Nature Network via  social media and email  in August  2022. Over

40 responses were received. These were the questions and responses:

1. Does Bandon town and environs have green spaces for nature?

The majority indicated that 'little to a moderate amount of green space for

nature' exists in Bandon. 8% of respondents believe there are 'a lot of green

spaces', 37% said a 'moderate' amount and 48% said 'little'. Only one

respondent felt there is a great deal and only one felt there is none at all.

2. What areas in Bandon do you feel are most valuable to

nature/biodiversity? 

Overall, the rivers and woodlands feature strongly alongside other local

sites like Castle Bernard, the Bogs and Quay Road. The responses in full are

available in the Final Report from BEAG



3. How important to you are green spaces for nature and public amenity? 

An overwhelming majority, over 92%, of respondents deemed green spaces

for nature to be 'extremely important'. 

4. What do you feel are the greatest threats or challenges to biodiversity

in Bandon? 

This question elicited a wide range of responses, which were collated to

create a word cloud to represent the themes that emerged most often. The

bigger and bolder the word appears the more often it was mentioned in

response 



 

5. Can you identify any actions or sites in Bandon with the potential to

improve biodiversity within the town?

Some sample responses listed here, all responses available in Final Report

from BEAG.

'The river needs improvement works carried out. More green spaces available

to families.'

'The Town Park has a lot of potential. I think education and raising awareness

is key. We need more community engagement.'

'The road works on the cork road have new verges that would be perfect for

sowing native wildflower seeds instead of grass.'

'Removal of Rhododendron from local woodlands. Leave wild patches in

sports grounds.'

'Be lovely to regreen and plant edges of river to slow it down.'

'Joined up thinking between the council and biodiversity experts.'

'All new developments should have traditional green areas for play but also

include biodiversity corridors.'

Drawing by Elisabeth Kopczynski, St Peter's Guides, Bandon



Bird drawing by Alannah, Bandon Beavers.
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Habitat Mapping & Ecological Surveys

St Mary's Cemetery, Spring Lane. (15 bird species, 61 plant species)

River Walkway, adjacent to Caulfield's Shopping Centre. (22 birds, 3

amber and 1 red listed species, 69 plant species).

Bernard's Bridge, Clonakilty Road. (17 bird species recorded)

Bandon River and the Bridewell. Dipper, grey heron, brown trout,

emperor dragonfly and beautiful demoiselle were observed .

Between May and July 2022, bird, botany and freshwater ecology surveys

were undertaken at targeted sites around Bandon town. Reports provided

species list at each site and recommendations for this action plan. 

The sites surveyed were:

For full ecological reports contact BEAG.

In 2018 Cork County Council commissioned habitat mapping for a number

of towns in County Cork to identify biodiversity areas and inform land use

decisions. As part of this a report and habitat mapping was carried out in

Bandon. For the purposes of this Action Plan the habitat map was updated

in 2022 by Cork Nature Network.



Actions for

Habitats





Actions for

Pollinators





Actions for

Trees
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Invasive

Species





Actions for

Water



The Bandon Biodiversity Action Plan acknowledges the concerns expressed by local people

for the health and biodiversity of the Bandon river. While remediation actions for the river

are beyond the scope of this Biodiversity Action Plan, BEAG will work alongside Bandon

Rivers Trust, the local community, local interest groups and councillors to continue to

highlight these concerns, to try to ensure appropriate remediation measures, to restore the

health of the Bandon river, are taken in the near future.



Actions for

People

Art by Lily Crowley, 1st year, 

Bandon Grammar School





Next Steps

Members of the steering committee for the Bandon Biodiversity Action

Plan will reconvene annually to review progress on the Biodiversity Action

Plan and to assess the success of actions undertaken.

Cork County Council Bandon Office to meet annually with Bandon

Environmental Action Group to review actions agreed and explore potential

for continued collaboration.

Bandon Environmental Action Group will update the Bandon community on

the progress of actions as they are completed.

For the full report on the Biodiversity Action Plan, including ecological

reports, please contact bandon.beag@gmail.com.

Cork County Council ecologist Tony Nagle to deliver training to BEAG and

Bandon Tidy Towns on pollinator friendly planting in 2023.

BEAG to apply to the Local Biodiversity Action Fund for 2023. The funding

supports locally-led projects that align with actions under the National

Biodiversity Action Plan.

BEAG to explore the potential for human resources to oversee the

management of the Biodiversity Action Plan for Bandon.

BEAG is committed to continue building upon the many collaborative

relationships, with local schools, sporting organisations and community

groups, that have been seeded through the process of developing this

action plan.
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